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A teacher is arrested during a recent protest against budget cuts which would increase Los Angeles class sizes. Forty six teachers subjected themselves 
to arrest. Police in riot gear moved in. 
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EDITORIAL 


PEOPLE'STRIBUIME 


WHY SOCIALISM 
IS NECESSARY AND POSSIBLE 



There’s a lot of talk in the media today 
about socialism. The conversation cen¬ 
ters on the deepening government inter¬ 
vention into the economy and whether a 
socialist America is in fact being created. 
However, two key points have been con¬ 
fused or avoided. The first is that gov¬ 
ernment handouts of billions of dollars 
to giant corporations is not socialism. 
The second is that there is no discussion 
in the media of what socialism really is. 

Socialism is the transition period be¬ 
tween the winning of political power by 
the working class and the period where 
a cooperative society is organized. Until 
the working class achieves political pow¬ 
er, there is no way to reorganize the econ¬ 
omy to meet people’s needs because the 
capitalists won’t allow it. Under social¬ 
ism, the struggle is to transform corpo¬ 
rate private property into public property 
that is owned in common by the people. 

Socialism sets the stage for the cre¬ 
ation of an economy based on the prin¬ 
ciple that everyone contributes their 
talents and skills to the society; in turn, 
everyone receives from the society all of 
the food, clothing, shelter, health care, 
education, and other necessities that they 
need. In addition, under a truly coopera¬ 
tive society, there is no need for govern¬ 
ment to “order people around.” Govern¬ 
ment merely organizes the distribution of 
what people need to survive and thrive. 

Yet it is in the interest of the rich 
and powerful to promote confusion 
and distrust about what socialism really 
is. Let’s dispel these misconceptions. 

The first misconception comes from 
the idea that “Social Democracy” (as in 
England, France and Germany) is so¬ 
cialism. In fact, these nations are capi¬ 
talist. Also, it is impossible to have an 
economy that is half capitalist and half 
socialist. (Can a slave be half slave and 
half free?) What happened is that after 
WWII, Western Europe provided exten¬ 
sive social programs for their workers in 
order to stabilize capitalism. But these 


are social programs, not socialism. They 
can be taken away in times of economic 
crisis, and are being taken away today. 
This is why workers must achieve the 
political power to enforce their will. 

A second misconception comes from 
the different way socialism was orga¬ 
nized in various countries during the 
20th century. Each took a different form 
based on the particular history of the 
countries involved. All were based on the 
limited productive capacity of the time. 

What is new today? 

The ideals of socialism have been 
around for centuries, but, the productive 
capacity to fully create such a society did 
not exist until now. With robotics, the 
ability to produce abundance has finally 
arrived. Today, there is no need for a sin¬ 
gle person to go without any necessity. 

Robotics is also creating — for 
the first time in history — an objec¬ 
tive, practical, non-ideological move¬ 
ment that is forced to fight for a new 


cooperative society. In America’s Rust 
Belt, for example, millions of former¬ 
ly well-paid workers are losing their 
jobs permanently. Under capitalism, 
without work, people have no way to 
buy food, clothing, shelter and other 
necessities. Something has to give. 

What can we do? 

The capitalists are nationalizing key 
sectors of the economy in a vain attempt 
to stabilize capitalism. This is our op¬ 
portunity. We must demand that nation¬ 
alization be in the interest of the pub¬ 
lic, not the corporations. Through this 
struggle, revolutionaries can educate 
people about their true class interests 
and about the need to fight for political 
power over the corporations. Revolu¬ 
tionaries have to show that what people 
are actually fighting for is a cooperative 
world where everyone’s needs are met. 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 
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Is America Headed for 
A Corporate Dictatorship? 



The Los Angeles Board of Education voted to lay off as many as 5,400 teachers and staff 
due to a $596 million budget shortfall for 2010. The protesters’ main points were against 
classroom overcrowding and the elimination of programs. Forty-six teachers subjected 
themselves to arrest. Police in riot gear moved in after they blocked traffic to call attention 
to their protest. 


COVER STORY 


Our country is in danger. A time of 
crisis always presents both dangers and 
opportunities. The danger we face is the 
threat of mass poverty under a fascist 
dictatorship. The opportunity is to build 
a new, cooperative society free of pover¬ 
ty and oppression, where corporate pri¬ 
vate property becomes public property. 

By “fascism” we mean the more or 
less open dictatorship of the corpora¬ 
tions. The threat of fascism today is 
rooted in the results of the electronic 
revolution that has transformed our 
country. With computers and robots 
replacing labor in the workplace, mil¬ 
lions of jobs have been permanently 
eliminated, and more are disappearing 
every day. The millions being thrown 
out of the economy are becoming a 
new class of dispossessed that is forced 
to fight for a new society, because the 
old capitalist society can no longer pro¬ 
vide them even the most basic necessi¬ 
ties of life. This new class can only be 
saved by a cooperative society where 
the means of production are owned and 
controlled by the people as a whole; in 
other words, the end of private property. 

This is the problem that confronts the 
capitalists - how do they maintain an 
economic system based on private own¬ 
ership of the means of production, when 


The 
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The People’s Tribune needs 
your financial help to go on be¬ 
ing a voice of the people. We need 
to raise an additional $1000 each 
month. The People’s Tribune 
brings the stories of those who 
are struggling to move forward in 
a world where corporate power is 
threatening to crush them. Along 
with those stories, we try to of¬ 
fer some strategic perspective to 
help put the struggle in context 
and point the way toward vic¬ 
tory. Please donate whatever you 
can. See the subscription/donation 
form on the right. You can also do¬ 
nate using Pay Pal on our web site, 
www.peoplestribune.org. 
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the means of production 
have advanced to where 
they can create such 
abundance that they’re 
no longer compatible 
with private ownership? 

In the end they can only 
do this through force. 

The capitalists are forced 
to push for a fascist po¬ 
litical solution to the 
problem, and the work¬ 
ers are forced to fight for 
a cooperative society be¬ 
cause this is the only so¬ 
lution to their problems. 

The drive toward fas¬ 
cism manifests itself as 
the continuing merger 
of the corporations and 
the government. The 
government is acting to 
protect the interests of 
the capitalist class as a 
whole. One expression 
of this is the government 
either directly investing 
in or “loaning” hundreds 
of billions of dollars to 
the banks and other in¬ 
dustries, and reorganiz¬ 
ing these industries. We 
also see fascism evolv¬ 
ing in the form of laws 
like the Patriot Act, court 
decisions and police 
policies that increasing¬ 
ly restrict our legal and 
human rights, includ¬ 
ing the right to speak, 
protest and gather infor¬ 
mation. We have also 
seen an expansion in the government’s 
power to monitor what we say and do 
through eavesdropping and surveillance. 

But for fascism to consolidate its hold 
on society, the mling class has to intro¬ 
duce fascist ideas into people’s thinking 
and have them broadly accepted. This 
side of the motion toward fascism - the 
side that deals with what people think - 
expresses itself today as a fascist move¬ 
ment that is scattered and divided. At its 
core are serious, deliberate fascists with 


a vision they want to impose on society. 
Eventually we’ll see an effort made to 
unite this disparate movement into a co¬ 
hesive political force that will try to im¬ 
pose a fascist program on our country. 

What will ultimately emerge is a 
struggle between two hostile classes 
over who will control the govern¬ 
ment and use its power to reorga¬ 
nize society according to their vision. 

The role of revolutionaries who rep¬ 
resent the true interests of the people is to 


politicize those who are being thrown out 
of the economy and win them to the un¬ 
derstanding that their needs can only be 
met by fighting for a cooperative society. 

The first thing we should understand 
is that the victory of the people is not 
guaranteed. Whoever wins the war of 
ideas will impose their vision on soci¬ 
ety. If we don’t want that vision to be 
one of poverty and fascist dictatorship, 
then we need to get on our feet and 
get to work winning the war of ideas. 
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San Jose Copwatch on Cinco de Mayo 2009 


iShs 



Copwatchers experienced a show of force and aggression by SJPD solely 
because the police were being videotaped. 
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By Brian Helmle 
and Jesse Villareal 


Cinco de Mayo weekend is the big¬ 
gest public celebration in San Jose, 
Calif. In the past, daytime gatherings 
downtown attracted hundreds of thou¬ 
sands. These numbers nosedived when 
in 1997 the City’s policies around Cinco 
de Mayo took a repressive turn after a 
violent incident where alleged gang 
members got in a fight. The SJPD and 
City used the incident to portray youth 
of color as gang members and as the pri¬ 
mary threat facing San Jose to demand 
more money for cops, “gang experts,” 
a paramilitary Gang Unit, and increased 
policing of the Downtown and Eastside 
on Cinco de Mayo. The SJPD began 
turning San Jose into a police state ev¬ 
ery Cinco de Mayo weekend. With such 
heightened police activity and the noto¬ 
rious racial profiling by the SJPD (see: 
www.urbanhabitat.org/node/4036 and 
www. mercury new s. c om/ s an-j o s e -pub - 
lic-drunkenness/ci_l 099568 l?nclick_ 
check=l), the numbers of people com¬ 
ing out shrunk to tens of thousands. 

In recent years, San Jose Cop- 
watch—a grassroots community group 
affiliated with De-Bug—has observed 
huge numbers of police aggressively 
patrolling downtown and randomly de¬ 
taining youth and profiling them into 
the SJPD gang database, in addition to 
routine ongoing arbitrary arrests and 
intimidation. In this climate, confront¬ 
ing racial profiling and arbitrary ar¬ 
rests of Latino people in San Jose is a 
must to protect all our rights, and that is 
why we copwatch on Cinco de Mayo. 


In 2009, San Jose Copwatch with 
other organizations coordinated the 
largest copwatch here in many years. 
These Copwatchers experienced a show 
of force and aggression by SJPD solely 
because the police were being video¬ 
taped. For example, on May 3, 2009, 
a night-time motorcycle stop was wit¬ 
nessed by Copwatchers. A helicopter 
was shining its light on the Copwatch¬ 
ers on both sides of the street rather 
than on the stop for the entire dura¬ 
tion of the stop (see video www.you- 
tube. com/ watch? v= 1 ohuHdHXb Y). 

Another tactic by SJPD to deter 
copwatching involved three Latino 
youths taken out of a car. One Cop- 
watcher (see video www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=ORtZPtblOUs) approached, 


videotaping. An officer asked, “Is that 
a camera, or is it a gun?” The Cop- 
watcher took this as implying that if 
he continued filming, he might be shot. 
Other Copwatchers began to record and 
were told they were obstructing and 
should move across the street (viola¬ 
tion of SJPD Duty Manual Sec. L2308 
“Onlookers Policy”). No Copwatch¬ 
ers were arrested, but the threats are 
an escalation of intimidation attempts. 

Also on Cinco de Mayo week¬ 
end, police threatened to “arrest you 
for obstruction because now I have to 
watch you instead of the arrest.” A pat¬ 
tern of police threatening Copwatch¬ 
ers is developing, contrary to depart¬ 
ment policy cited above which states 
onlookers have a right to observe and 


hear the stop and will not be harassed 
by officers at the scene. We will thor¬ 
oughly document any other harassment 
of Copwatchers and request that anyone 
who has been charged with “obstruc¬ 
tion” or been harassed by the SJPD 
for exercising their right to observe 
contact sanjosecopwatch@gmail.com. 

On May 5, 2009, Copwatch par¬ 
ticipated in a protest in front of City 
Hall preceding a City Council meet¬ 
ing regarding appointment of a Police 
Auditor. About 100 people demon¬ 
strated in the presence of mounted po¬ 
lice. Competing with loud amplified 
music from a local farmers market, but 
themselves restricted by city officials 
to one small megaphone, individuals 
of many ethnic backgrounds recounted 
their experiences at the hands of over- 
zealous and biased police officers. 

This was the first protest against SJPD 
racial profiling since the big report on 
that last year. Folks spoke about tasers 
and cars impounded at checkpoints and 
immigrants’ issues. Then many entered 
City Council chambers and called for 
an open process for selection of the Po¬ 
lice Auditor. A short while ago, the City 
Council had selected a Police Auditor, 
and the fact that his brother was a San 
Jose Policeman was not revealed. Com¬ 
munity protests compelled the newly ap¬ 
pointed Police Auditor to resign, and the 
Cinco de Mayo demonstration contin¬ 
ued the pressure. The Copwatchers will 
continue, along with De-Bug, to struggle 
for truth in the streets, fairness at City 
Hall, and to help people defend them¬ 
selves from criminal charges in court. 


“Economic Hardships in Berrien County 
Shows Need For Community Change” 


By Lenette Evans 

We don’t have to look far to realize 
there is a desperate need and injustice 
in the world. Nearly half the world lives 
on two dollars a day. Over 850 billion 
people go hungry and starve everyday 
while a handful of billionaires control 
all the wealth of the world. 

Our government has tom our nation 
to shreds and has packed our minds with 
false promises and has done nothing to 
help the people. People have desensi¬ 
tized themselves to our economy’s melt¬ 
down and towards the poor and home¬ 
less. But we can help each other. 

Our economy is having neighbors 
that have never talked before start to 
talk to one another and ask each other 
for food.... at local groceries, people 
are making hard decisions when buying 
food, toilet paper, bread, shampoo, and 
laundry detergent and end up putting 
items back because they don’t have the 
money. 


Stores across the USA, and here in 
Berrien County, Michigan are arrest¬ 
ing people for shoplifting at least once 
every half hour. People are poor, home¬ 
less, hungry, and have lost their jobs 
here in Michigan, the worst state for 
employment. So when people have no 
job and no money they are shoplifting 
even if it’s just for a sandwich or a loaf 
of bread. 

In Berrien County we have several 
hundreds of homeless people. The soup 
kitchen and local food banks and church 
food pantries are doing what they can 
but their corporate and community do¬ 
nations are low and shelves are empty. 

Here in Berrien County we have 
young children and infant babies going 
days and weeks without food and cloth¬ 
ing and some homeless have died on the 
streets. There is NO EXCUSE why peo¬ 
ple in our community are starved and 
dying from lack of food when we have 
big corporations and businesses that can 
feed and clothe the poor. 


There are also people in this com¬ 
munity that live extremely wealthy and 
it would not hurt them to write a check 
and donate food, clothing, sleeping 
bags and school supplies to help our 
poor. Jesus took two loaves of bread 
and five fish and fed 5,000 poor people. 
If you want blessings upon your lives, 
then give abundantly. WE ARE “ALL” 
ONE PAYCHECK AWAY FROM BE¬ 
ING HOMELESS.... but none of us ever 
knows when or who will be next. 

My neighbor is days away from hav¬ 
ing her electric, water, and gas shut off. 
She has had threatening letters about 
having her home taken away. She can¬ 
not afford gas in her lawn mower and 
often her yard does not get mowed. 
She needs home repairs but again NO 
MONEY TO HAVE IT DONE. Many 
times I have given her bags of food. She 
has MS really bad and I have seen her 
in tears because she has no food and or 
money to pay bills. I have prayed with 
her many times and planted flowers in 


her garden and raked her leaves to show 
her I care. 

I only wish I had some good Sa¬ 
maritans out there to get involved in our 
neighbors lives to see THE DIFFER¬ 
ENCE WE ALL CAN MAKE. What 
are you doing to make a difference 
in someone’s lives and in getting the 
wealthy to contribute? Don’t just be a 
pew sitter on Sunday and live like the 
devil through the week. Our community 

needs to Stand Up.Rise up.and Get 

involved and be praying for global and 
community change. If you would like to 
donate please contact me. 

Lenette Evans, 
Saving Souls 
Ministries 
269-876-1848 
Savingsoulsl 
@yahoo.com 
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Punishing the Victim 


By Mike Rhodes 

The Fresno police department has 
finally identified the officers who were 
captured on videotape in the February 
beating of a homeless man. But the de¬ 
partment has been slow in proceeding 
with its promised investigation of the 
police beating. Glen Beaty, meantime, 
remains in jail on charges of violating 
parole. 

On February 9 Beaty, who witness¬ 
es say was sleeping under a tree, was 
awakened by two Fresno Police offi¬ 
cers. A video recording of the incident 
shows one officer holding him on the 
ground while the other officer repeated¬ 
ly punched him in the face. The two of¬ 
ficers finally have been identified as Jeff 
Gross, a seven year veteran and Scott 
Payn, who has 10 years with the police 
department. Their names were released 
in response to a lawsuit by the American 
Civil Liberties Union. ACLU attorney 
Michael Risher said “we’re glad that the 
city finally, after three months of illegal 
delay, released the names of the officers 
involved in the Beaty incident. But it 


is unfortunate that it took a lawsuit to 
get the government to follow the law. 
It’s also unfortunate that the city is still 
refusing to abandon its illegal policy of 
refusing to obey the clear deadlines of 
the Public Records Act. As a result, this 
lawsuit, which should not have been 
necessary in the first place, is still far 
from over.” 

Meanwhile, Beaty was recently in 
Fresno Superior Court for a placement 
hearing to determine what happens to 
him next. He’s been in jail for over three 
months on charges of allegedly violat¬ 
ing parole. Peter Kapetan, Beaty’s at¬ 
torney, said “the jail assessment team 
has determined that Mr. Beaty be held 
in a secure facility until he is restored 
to competency. What the court asked 
is that he is voluntarily willing to take 
medication and Mr. Beaty will not com¬ 
mit to that until he knows what the med¬ 
ication is. So, the court has appointed 
a psychiatrist to advise the court as to 
what psychiatric medications they think 
Mr. Beaty should be taking.” 

Beaty was found mentally incom¬ 
petent to assist his attorney on charges 


of violating his parole. No charges have 
been filed against him or the officers in 
connection with the February 9th police 
beating. Kapetan, Beaty’s attorney, laid 
out what the next likely step is: “well, 
next the doctor is going to make a rec¬ 
ommendation as to what type of psychi¬ 
atric medication they believe Mr. Beaty 
should be given and then he will be sent 
to a secure mental facility where they 
can actually force the medication on 
him if he does not voluntarily comply.” 

An investigation by the Fresno Po¬ 
lice Department’s Internal Affairs in¬ 
vestigation has now been completed but 
they refuse to release the results. What 
do they have to hide? The latest smoke 
and mirror ploy by Dyer is to announce 
that he wants the FBI to investigate the 
incident. 

While these investigations are un¬ 
derway, being covered up, or not being 
carried out at all, Glen Beaty waits in 
jail. The court is in the process of forc¬ 
ing him to take drugs (which could turn 
him into a zombie), his attorney expects 
him to be sent to a state mental institu¬ 
tion, and we don’t know if he will ever 



Homeless man beaten by cops. 
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be heard from again. 

Legal observers suggest Beaty will 
be offered a deal — don’t file a civil 
lawsuit against the police or the City of 
Fresno and all of this will go away and 
you will be a free man. 


"Supersized Prison System" — Prisoner Speaks Out 


THIS IS 
YOUR PAPER 
— YOUR HELP 
IS URGENTLY 
NEEDED! 

From the Editors 

The People’s Tribune tells the 
truth about how the rule of the 
corporations in America is de¬ 
stroying the country. The People’s 
Tribune strives to be a voice of 
the movement to end poverty and 
oppression, and to offer a perspec¬ 
tive on who and what the real en¬ 
emy is and a vision of the society 
we could have if the people ran 
it. We need the financial help of 
our readers to continue being that 
voice. Donate whatever you can, 
solicit donations from others and 
hold house parties, public forums 
and other events as fundraisers for 
the People’s Tribune. Members of 
the editorial board are available to 
speak at public meetings. E-mail 
info@peoplestribune.org or call 
800-691-6888. Send donations to 
People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, 
Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


By Jose Heladio Villarreal 

The prison population in the U.S. has 
reached dangerous levels. Here in Cali¬ 
fornia where prison overcrowding is a 
major issue, Gov. Arnold Schwartzeneg- 
ger has even spoken of releasing hun¬ 
dreds of inmates early to relieve over¬ 
crowding. 

With over two million 
prisoners in this country, 
the U.S. leads the world 
in having the most prison¬ 
ers. Looking at the prob¬ 
lem from its inner core (in 
prison) I can see that there is 
no program for “rehabilita¬ 
tion” for most prisoners and 
what this does is increase 
recidivism, build tension 
and create a dangerous en¬ 
vironment. This will only 
increase the overcrowding 
and cost taxpayers more 
money to continue housing 
inmates. 

Building more prisons 
will make the economic 
meltdown even worse and 
with California’s debt growing by the 
year, there seems no end in sight. La¬ 
tinos and Blacks together account for 
about one quarter of the U.S. popula¬ 
tion, but more than half of the jail and 
prison population. The disproportionate 
numbers reveal serious problems in our 
society. 

There has been a rise in senior citi¬ 
zens committing crimes. Some point to 
the decaying and crumbling of the capi¬ 


talist economy, stagnant minimum wage 
and non-living wages as reasons for the 
spike in incarceration. Children have 
now become the latest casualty to the 
prison system’s vise grip, with the U.S. 
handing out sentences of life without 
the possibility of parole to some chil¬ 
dren aged 14-18. In terms of morality it 


makes no sense for a 15-year old not to 
be allowed to drink alcohol or operate 
a vehicle because of irresponsibility as 
kids yet we can send them to prison for 
life for making bad choices. 

For the most part, the California pris¬ 
on boom has developed from surpluses 
of finance capital. Private prisons are a 
very lucrative business, so much so that 
private prisons are springing up across 
the nation like fast food franchises. In 
order to reduce this “super sized prison 


system” one has to look to the under¬ 
lying reasons behind crime. The person 
committing the petty theft or robbery of¬ 
ten has substance abuse addictions and 
thus steals to obtain money to purchase 
his/her stimulant. The violent person of¬ 
ten has mental health issues. So people 
often get arrested for these crimes with¬ 
out knowledge of the cause 
and a person gets thrown in 
a cell for a couple of years 
and released to continue this 
cycle. 

If we want to reduce the 
prison system and crime, 
prisoners need treatment 
while in prison; more so¬ 
cial workers are needed to 
treat the addiction or illness. 
Education and job training 
is needed so when one is re¬ 
leased he/she will have the 
skills to support themselves. 
Minimum wage in Califor¬ 
nia in particular cannot give 
one enough to live on. 

The root cause of crime 
in America needs to be ex¬ 
amined. It’s evident that the 
social engineers who work for the capi¬ 
talist society will not define nor remedy 
the root causes of crime, so the people 
must examine this situation themselves. 
A fresh approach must be taken in order 
to be truly effective. 
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VOICES FROM THE RUSTBELT 

The crisis in the once heavily industrialized cities and towns in the midwest — now called the Rust Belt — are a harbinger of 
the future. The struggles unfolding in this part of the country hold lessons for everyone. The People’s Tribune devotes monthly 
pages to the Rust Belt. Send your story to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


DETROIT COMMUNITY FORMS ‘PEOPLE’S WATER BOARD’ 


By Gwendolyn Gaines, Ann Rail, 
and Sylvia Orduno, MWRO 

In a collective community re¬ 
sponse to local water concerns, sev¬ 
eral Detroit-based organizations have 
formed the People’s Water Board. 

The People’s Water Board is a direct 
response to the corporate and corrupt 
Detroit Water and Sewerage Depart¬ 
ment — the municipal water provider 
for most cities and towns in southeast 
Michigan. The coalition includes rep¬ 
resentatives from Michigan Welfare 
Rights Organization (MWRO), Green 
Party Detroit, Sierra Club, Call ‘em Out, 
Moratorium Now, Detroit Black Com¬ 
munity Food Security Network, AFSC- 
ME Local 207, Michigan Emergency 
Coalition Against War and Inequality 
(MECAWI), and Rosa Parks Institute. 

The People’s Water Board was 
formed in March 2009 to address many 
community issues and needs, including 
the poor representation of the people’s 
concerns on the DWSD Board of Water 
Commissioners. Among the first steps 
of the People’s Water Board is ensuring 
that there is a representative voice of 
the people on local water issues. To ac¬ 
complish this, the People’s Water Board 
identified several short and long-term 
goals such as ensuring access to water 


for all people (including getting the Wa¬ 
ter Affordability Plan on the November 
2009 Detroit ballot); protecting water 
quality and water conservation; and op¬ 
posing privatization of water resources. 

The People’s Water Board 
mission statement reads: 

Water is life. The Peoples Water 
Board advocates for access, protection, 
and conservation of water. We believe 
water is a human right and all people 
should have access to clean and afford¬ 
able water. Water is a commons that 
should be held in the public trust free of 
privatization. The People s Water Board 
promotes awareness of the intercon¬ 
nectedness of all people and resources. 



Kick off for water petition drive in 
Detroit, Michigan. 
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A politically appointed Board of Wa¬ 
ter Commissioners who have neglected 
and ignored the concerns of residents and 
public officials oversees the Detroit Wa¬ 
ter and Sewage Department (DWSD). 
Between June 2002-June 2003, 40, 752 
households had their water shut-off. This 
was the beginning of a long campaign 
for local residents and grassroots groups 
to bring attention to the water crisis in 
Detroit. When the original Water Afford¬ 
ability Plan was brought to the DWSD 
Board in 2004, they sat on it. Michigan 
Welfare Rights and several groups in 
the People’s Water Board marched in 
front of the DWSD many times to get 
former Director, Victor Mercado, and 
the Board of Water Commissioners to 
enact this water affordability and shut¬ 
off prevention plan for low-income cus¬ 
tomers. After four years, local officials 
would agree only to a watered-down 
assistance plan that is administered by 
the City of Detroit’s Human Services 
Department. The Board is also instru¬ 
mental in DWSD privatization efforts 
by approving outsourced work and bids, 
many of which go regularly over budget. 

The People’s Water Board will vigi¬ 
lantly watch the proceedings of each 
DWSD Board meeting. At the last Board 
meeting, Commissioner Ken Daniels 
proposed a $500 fine for people who turn 
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Signs at water protest, Detroit. 
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their water back on themselves. He also 
recommended that fines increase for suc¬ 
cessive infractions. The DWSD Board 
voted to approve a charge of $100 for 
anyone who turns on their shut-off water. 

The People’s Water Board will con¬ 
tinue to bring these issues and more to 
the forefront of residents, the media, 
pubic officials, and the DWSD. Future 
People’s Water Board meetings will be 
on July 20, August 24, September 21, 
October 26, November 16, and Decem¬ 
ber 14 at the Michigan Center for High 
Technology building (2727 Second 
Ave, Detroit). All concerned residents 
are invited to participate! For more in¬ 
formation, contact Melissa Damaschke 
at the Sierra Club (313) 965-0055, 
melissa.damaschke@sierraclub.org. 



The National People’s Summit and Tent City was held in June in Detroit, Michigan, 
the former auto capital of the world. Detroit now has a 23% unemployment rate. The 
activities protested the closing of 14 plants and the laying off of G.M. workers and put 
forth a vision of a society where everyone’s needs are met. It was called in response 
to a meeting of executives held at GM’s world headquarters. 

PHOTO /DAYMONJHARTLEY.COM 
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Retiree Healthcare Takes Another Hit 

GOVERNMENT SANCTIONED GM BANKRUPTCY FILING 
DESTROYS WORKERS' RIGHT TO STRIKE 


By Claire McClinton 

As GM headed into bankruptcy June 
1, the United Auto Workers (UAW) 
agreed to enter into binding arbitra¬ 
tion for the 2011 contract negotiations 
which means giving away the right to 
strike until at least 2015. The soul of 
organized labor was handed over in 
order to “save” the auto industry (Not 
since WW II has the UAW agreed to a 
“no strike pledge,” and even then the 
United Mine Workers refused to give 
up this right). Healthcare also took a hit, 
with the elimination of all Dental and 
Eyecare benefits for retirees. In 2007, a 
VEBA trust fund was negotiated which 
promised to ensure retiree Healthcare 
for 85 years. But alas, the benefits 
didn’t last 85 days. (The auto companies 
only recently contributing to the fund.) 

At some locals, workers sat in the 
explanation meetings with total shock 
and dismay. At other locals, workers 
expressed anger and fear. What does 
taking away the right to strike have to 
do with restructuring and saving the 



As a leader in the recent midwest Bus Tours and Rallies, United Steel Work¬ 
ers has broken from the pact of organized labor in addressing the destruc¬ 
tion of job losses throughout the ‘Rustbelt,” particularly in the auto industry. 
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companies money? VEBA was sup¬ 
posed to be our retirees’ Healthcare 
salvation—now what? Are we supposed 
to sit around and hope the VEBA trust 
fund doesn’t dry up like our 401(k) and 
PSP recently did? Why shouldn’t UAW 
and the rest of the labor movement take 
the lead in fighting for Singlepayer not- 
for-profit Healthcare legislation, rather 
than playing with our lives with a risky 
trust fund? Weren’t we told that we 
need to compete with the transplants, 
Toyota, Volks wagon, Honda, etc., who 
have National Healthcare in their home 
countries? Why hasn’t the Auto Task 
Force mentioned this? Why hasn’t the 
Congress acted on this so called “edge’? 

Autoworkers are beginning to fight 
on their own to resolve the problem. 
For instance, while the fight to save 
manufacturing jobs heats up, retirees, 
particularly in Detroit, are mobiliz¬ 
ing for support of singlepayer legisla¬ 
tion, HR 676. They, along with smat¬ 
terings of workers from Flint, MI and 
other areas, refuse to lay back while 
their Healthcare benefits evaporate. 


Sister/Brother, 

can you spare $20? 

Here’s what the 
People’s Tribune 
can do with it — 

The People’s Tribune brings clarity to the grow¬ 
ing movement. It unites revolutionaries around 
a vision of a better world and a strategy to 
achieve it. It has no paid staff and gets no cor¬ 
porate grants. The paper is financed solely by 
subscriptions, bundle orders from readers and 
donations. We need your support to continue 
telling the truth to the American people. We 
welcome donations of all amounts, but if you 
can spare at least $20, here’s what we can do 
with 20 bucks: 





• Ship 75 papers across the country 

• Pay for 20 subscriptions for prisoners 

• Pay for six months of hosting our web site 

One-time donations are welcome. If you can 
spare $20 a month, you’ll be a hero. Please 
make donations payable to People’s Tribune 
and send to P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654 
You can also donate via Paypal at www.peo- 
plestribune.org. 


Belinda Brown of BANCO, a Benton Harbor, Ml, community group, told the People’s Tribune that 
because of the economy, joblessness and the corporate redevelopment sweeping this small 
town, that the need was so great that 1000 people or more recently waited in long lines to be 
put on a waiting list for Section 8 housing vouchers. “Some came the day before to wait in line. 
Things were chaotic. People on medication needed food to take medicines but if they got out of 
line, they risked not being able to apply. Some found out too late that a criminal record would 
disqualify them,” said Brown. “The Housing Commission provided no organization, restrooms 
or food. Landlords have raised rents because of the redevelopment. One woman said that even 
though she worked a full time job at Walmart, she still can’t make ends meet.” The City has 
turned the town and its lake front property over to developers who aim to build a high-end resort 
town out of the area. BANCO saw the need of the people standing hungry with kids and set up 
a grill to feed people. The long-term question is: what is to become of the people in this town as 
the development proceeds? 

PHOTO /JOHN MADILL/H-P STAFF 
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BUILDING THE UNSETTLING FORCE 


An Interview 
with Cheri Honkala 

People s Tribune recently inter¬ 
viewed Cheri Honkala, national orga¬ 
nizer of the Poor Peoples Economic 
Human Rights Campaign (PPEHRC). 
PPEHRC has led battles for housing 
and health care all across America, in¬ 
cluding foreclosure resistance in Min¬ 
nesota. PPEHRC and the Social Wel¬ 
fare Action Alliance are convening a 
national conference to abolish poverty 
from July 17-19. The conference will be 
called “Building the Unsettling Force ” 
and will be held at Spalding University 
in Louisville, Kentucky. 

People’s Tribune: What is the situ¬ 
ation around foreclosures now in Min¬ 
nesota, and what lessons are you learn¬ 
ing? 

Cheri Honkala: Right now the situ¬ 
ation is at a critical point. In Minneapo¬ 
lis we have pulled together a powerful 
unity of families in danger of foreclo¬ 
sure, and neighbors fighting to defend 
their community. The neighbors defend 
the families facing eviction because 
they are friends, and all the abandoned, 
foreclosed homes are destroying the so¬ 
cial fabric of the neighborhood. 

On June 23 we are holding a large 
civil disobedience training around the 
foreclosure case of Rosemary Williams. 


We want to be prepared to resist in case 
the court-ordered negotiations with 
GMAC break down and they try to evict 
her. 

We have learned several lessons. 
First, it is possible to organize a strong, 
effective community-based move¬ 
ment against foreclosures. Second, the 
Democratic and Republican politicians 
are of no use whatsoever. While people 
are foreclosed and evicted every day in 
Minnesota, they say they “can’t do any¬ 
thing because the legislature isn’t in ses¬ 
sion”. Finally, we learned that it is not 
just the banks we are fighting. Since the 
bailouts and nationalizations, the gov¬ 
ernment itself is directly involved. We 
are fighting for the government to take 
care of its people and stop defending the 
profits of predatory corporations. 

People’s Tribune: Talk about your 
recent trip to Mississippi. 

Cheri Honkala: I attended a poor 
people’s hearing in Quitman County, 
Mississippi. It was organized by Gath¬ 
ering of Hearts, and attended by some 
of the original participants in Martin 
Luther King’s Poor People’s Campaign 
of 1968, along with the Nation of Is¬ 
lam and other groups, including whites 
and Blacks. This is the poorest area in 
America. Many people still live with¬ 
out running water and their roofs do 
not keep out the rain. Seniors are going 
without medical care and transportation, 


and kids without education. 

The hearing drew over 300 people 
to Quitman County Elementary School. 
The kids themselves testified about the 
lack of parks, swimming pools, librar¬ 
ies, and school materials. People there 
have lost all faith in politicians and tra¬ 
ditional religious leaders who take no 
action. They want to link up with na¬ 
tional groups and begin to organize. The 
conditions are explosive. 

People’s Tribune: Talk about 
the upcoming conference in Lou¬ 
isville. 

Cheri Honkala: We are try¬ 
ing to accomplish two things. The 
first is to bring people together to 
get serious about exchanging ex¬ 
periences, skills, and ideas. We 
have to learn how to survive right 
now, while we organize ourselves 
into a non-violent army, to build 
a new country and a new world. 

Our movement is about the fu¬ 
ture, but also about saving lives 
today. We have to stop losing our 
people. 

The second thing is to orga¬ 
nize for power. We will never 
have economic human rights in 
America without power. The ori¬ 
entation of our movement is to 
build power, not to beg for policy 
changes from politicians who 
do not have our best interests at 


heart. We intend to raise up new leaders 
and broaden our movement. 

Part of building a movement is build¬ 
ing our independent media. We welcome 
the People’s Tribune to this conference 
as an important part of that independent 
media. 

For more information about the 
conference and about PPEHRC, go to 
www. economichumanrights. org 


Building the Unsettling Force 

A National Conference 
To End Poverty 





Save the Date 


July 16th through 19th 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Analysis and Action 
to End Poverty 


Presented by: 

The 

Poor People's Economic 
Human Rights Campaign 

and 

The 

Social Welfare 
Action Alliance 


For more information, contact 


PPEHRC* EconomicH umanRights.org 

Cheri Honkala (612) 821-2364 CheriPPEHRC@hotmail.com 
Larry Bresler (216) 651-2606 lbresler@economichumanrights.org 


S WAA • Social WelfareActionAI liance.org 
Manoj Pardasani (212) 636-6622 mpardasani@fordham.ei 


People’s Tribune 
‘crucial’ says 
contributor: 


Never has it been more 
crucial to strengthen and 
expand the circulation 
of the People’s Tribune. 
Leadership is emerging 
among the people who are 
“poor in things and rich in 
spirit”— and they need the 
news and analysis from 
the nation, from all the 
communities which are on 
the front lines struggling 
against harsh and brutal 
economic conditions. 

We can do this. $5 a 
month from 200 people, 
$10 a month from a hun¬ 
dred people, $20 do lars 
a month from fifty people, 
$50 a month from twenty 
Deople — and we would 
nave a thousand more 
dollars per month. The PT 
points the direction — it 
orients our leaders with a 
class perspective we just 
’t find anywhere else. 


can 


—Cathleen Williams 
Sacramento 


SPEAKERS FOR 
A NEW AMERICA 



Maureen Taylor (Left) 
and Marian Kramer (Below) 

Leaders in the struggle for water 
and utilities and ending poverty 


Speakers Series 
from America’s Rust Belt 

ISSUES: AUTO; WATER; 
UTILITIES; HOUSING; JUSTICE; 
HEALTHCARE 



General Baker 

Internationally known labor 
leader and Detroit autoworker 



Claire McClinton 

Autoworker and community 
leader from Flint, MI 



Liz Miller 

Producer of the documentary, 
“The Water Front” 



Elena M. Herrada 

A Michigan leader in the struggle 
for immigration rights 



Rev. Edward Pinkney 

A minister battling the corporate 
take-over of Benton Harbor 



Pastor Mary Gault 

A minister fighting utility 
companies and for justice 


Invite a speaker to your city. Call 800-691-6888 

or email info@speakersforanewamerica.com. http://speakersforanewamerica.com 
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Trickster Hermeneutics in Hip Hop: Rappers as PosfcJndian Warriors 


By David Chang Schulman 

“Manifest Destiny.” Two words that 
virtually sum up the paradigm of the 
United States of America, coined in 
the context of westward expansion but 
exemplified in domestic and foreign 
policy throughout history and to this 
day. Embedded in the belief of a natural 
Anglo-Saxon superiority, this mindset 
is especially devastating for two groups: 
Native Americans and Blacks in the 
form of indigenous holocaust and slav¬ 
ery. Theorists have used the term “mani¬ 
fest manners” to describe methods used 
to reinforce cultural, social, and eco¬ 
nomic barriers leading to the continu¬ 
ation of existing power structures and 
social hierarchies in the United States. 
These methods include the ironic ad¬ 
aptation of minority culture in popular 
discourse. 

This adaptation serves multiple cul¬ 
tural functions. Indigenous culture was 



Members of Hip-Hop community. 
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key in forming national identity, not 
only at the conception of the nation, but 
throughout industrialization, the coun¬ 
terculture movements of 1960s, and the 
New Age movement, as Philip Deloria 
explains in his book Playing Indian. In 
an attempt to overcome the changing 
landscape of American society in the 
late 18th and early 19th century due to 
industrialism, Americans created their 
own fictional characterization of Native 
Americans. They embraced what they 
found useful in their own pursuits for 
national as well as individual identity 
while using what they considered harm¬ 
ful to reinforce the “manifest manners” 
paradigm. 

Like this misuse of indigenous cul¬ 
tures to reinforce stratification, the ad¬ 
aptation of Hip Hop culture has similar 
implications. Hip hop, a multibillion- 
dollar industry, was derived from the 
music, dance, style, and fashion of 
Blacks. In mass media’s ruthless quest 
for profits, it created and marketed an 
apparently genuine African American 
culture that made the ghetto and the 
problems that come with poverty seem 
glamorous. Hip Hop Congress board 
member Bakari Kitwana traces the so¬ 
cio-economic conditions leading to the 
commoditization of Hip Hop in his book 
Why White Kids Love Hip Hop , pointing 
out the alienation of the middle-class in 
the '80s and 4 90s as the key catalyst. 

When put into conversation with De¬ 


loria, important parallels can be drawn. 
Both Deloria and Bakari are in essence 
talking about white middle-class ten¬ 
sions over the exploitative nature of 
capitalism. Deloria calls it anti-modem 
anxieties, while Bakari calls it middle- 
class alienation. The key difference be¬ 
tween both authors lies within historical 
context. 

Indigenous authors have historically 
worked to deconstruct “manifest man¬ 
ners” through “trickster hermeneutics,” 
using the very language of popular dis¬ 
course. Deloria coins the term “post-In¬ 
dian warriors” to explain this phenom¬ 
enon among indigenous authors, saying 
they “found themselves acting Indian, 
mimicking white mimickings of Indian- 
ness.” Trickster hermeneutics not only 
let Native American writers identify 
with their audience, but also invert the 
idea of manifest manners. Such trickster 
hermeneutics can also be found in the 
cultural text of Hip Hop. 

Mos Def is a prominent artist engag¬ 
ing in trickster hermeneutics. 

In “Mathematics,” he lists 
statistics about social issues 
and asks the audience to 
question them, using trickster 
hermeneutics in the choms by 
sampling various lyrics from 
popular songs. This engages 
an audience who most likely 
has heard all of the songs, 
forcing them to compare the 


messages found in popular music. Rap¬ 
per Immortal Technique’s “Dance with 
the Devil” attempts to show the dam¬ 
aging effects of the mentality found in 
popular gangster rap songs by using the 
same language that makes gangster rap 
so appealing to its audience. 

Despite the power behind Immor¬ 
tal Techniques’ work, the fact remains 
that he is an underground artist unable 
to reach as wide of an audience as his 
popular counterparts, a struggle shared 
by a broad network of hip hop artists 
reaching across the world. However, 
methods such as trickster hermeneutics 
empower these artists, giving them a 
significant opportunity to combat mani¬ 
fest manners for this generation. 

The full version of this paper can be 
found on sheepskincamo.blogspot.com, 
peoplestribune.org and hiphopcongress. 
com. 


SOCIAL NCTNORHS IN CULTURAL ORGANIZING 


By Tina Wright 
and Shamako Noble 


Network theory gives Hip Hop the 
ability to understand how it passes in¬ 
formation along through a song, an 
event, or an initiative. It also provides 
Hip Hop with a concrete methodology 
for identifying gaps in communications, 
best practices, and allies in the struggle. 
It allows us to connect what is local and 
regional to what is national and inter¬ 
national without compromising integ¬ 
rity. Further, it gives insight into what 
makes the collective knowledge of a 
group grow, and why best practices can 
improve simply by adjusting the flow of 
information in the network. 

Local networks in Hip Hop tend to 
be based in area codes, zip codes, and 
travel proximity. They are at youth cen¬ 
ters, educational institutions, streets and 
hoods. They include crews, records la¬ 
bels, dance groups, arts collectives, etc. 
They also includes family, extended 
family, and friends. It is at this level you 
can find the most focused community 
building activity. Regional networks 
in Hip Hop tend to be names that may 
include more than one area code: The 
Bay Area, Chi Town, The Northwest, 
So Cal, The DirtSouth. These include 
professional associations, record labels, 
youth and cultural organizations with 
more formal with less focused commu¬ 


nity building. 

National networks tend to be decen¬ 
tralized in most cases, with headquar¬ 
ters typically based in East Coast (Zulu 
Nation, Hip Hop Caucus) or the West 
Coast (Hip Hop Congress, Hip Hop 
Chess Federation). Some networks are 
based on chapter/affiliate models. Some 
networks based on dues systems and as¬ 
sociations. Many networks are informal 
but professional. Still other networks 
remain more underground. Often these 
national networks are connected to local 
work, but are often failing to connect lo¬ 
cal work to each other. 

When we apply network theory we 
can look at the examples of the Umojaf- 
est RE.A.C.E. Center in Seattle, Silicon 
Valley Debug in San Jose, and J.U.I.C.E. 
(Justice by Uniting In Creative Energy) 
in Los Angeles. All of these centers 
represent different phases and differ¬ 
ent parts of the same struggle. Each is a 
center committed to youth, community 
development and culture. Each is both 
supported by and limited by its own so¬ 
cial network. They are strong in their lo¬ 
cal and regional, but not as connected to 
what is happening nationally, in many 
cases by choice. Hip Hop Congress and 
Urban Teachers Network as national 
institutions have a presence in each of 
these regions. The presence varies how¬ 
ever, and while it has college campuses 
and artists networks available, its work 


FEATURED ARTIST: JACKA 



Jacka is a Rap Phenomenon. 
From breaking to rhyming 
with crew The Mobfigaz rep- 
pin’ Pittsburg,CA: “The Jack” 
has become an Underground 
Superstar. Having 2 albums 


in each area has led it to each 
of these centers. 

The common challenges 
faced are youth programs and 
centers being cut, violence in 
black and brown communi¬ 
ties, educational quality di¬ 
minishing, less opportunity for students 
and people of color. Silicon Valley De¬ 
bug specializes in police accountabil¬ 
ity. J.U.I.C.E. specializes in consistent, 
quality Hip Hop programs, and the Um- 
ojafest RE.A.C.E Center specializes in 
effective youth leadership and violence 
prevention and intervention. 

But what happens when not only do 
they not know each other exist, but their 
networks don’t even cross wires? The 
solution is an additional network, or set 
of network nodes that must redirect the 
flow of information and organization to 
force the group to reconcile the exis¬ 
tence of each other. The Urban Teachers 
Network and HHC by networking art¬ 
ists, educators and organizers through 
these institutions begin the process of 
cross community pollinations. This pro¬ 
vides the opportunity for these centers 
and the communities they are a part of 
to see their struggles in each other, and 
in so doing identify causes of the prob¬ 
lem that may exist beyond their imme¬ 
diate communities, as well as solution 
that exist in their communities. 

The future of networks in Hip Hop 


under his belt including “The Jack Artist” & “Jack of 
All Trades” he’s set for the world stage with album 
“Tear Gas,” Lately he’s murdering the airwaves 
with singles “All Over Me” & “Glamorous Lifestyle”. 
Jacka won WestCoast Artist of the Year in 2008 
at OzoneMagazine Awards & has been in XXL & 
other publications due to rigid work ethic, a Diehard 
fanbase & GoldenMean Management. Jacka goes 
far back in HipHopCongress, performing at HHC 
NationalConferences/Youth Events & participat¬ 
ing in several community movements. More Info 
Checkwww.myspace.com/thejackamobfigaz 


center round an increase in activity be¬ 
tween national networks and youth cen¬ 
ters based on mission integration, mu¬ 
tual survival and at its core, network and 
community development. The approach 
to network development will include the 
use of technology as well as the impor¬ 
tance of in person meeting 

In addition, more importance will 
be placed on the individual as an actor 
node, and there will be continued in¬ 
creased pressure to influence your own 
network as indicated by the growth of 
social network technology and increase 
in social entrepreneurship. Networks 
and individuals become “smarter” theo¬ 
retically and in real time, have the po¬ 
tential for greater efficiency and impact 
and an increased capacity for mission 
success. In the end, networks properly 
embraced and utilized lead to greater 
capacity for shared accountability and 
responsibility. 


2009 National Conference 
Hip Hop Congress 
luly 29 - August 2 
www.hiphopcongress.com 


www.peoplestribune.org JULY 2009 PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 9 















THE CALIFORNIA BUDGET CRISIS SMOKESCREEN 

“IN AMERICA, WE WILL NOT LET RICH PEOPLE NOT BE RICH!” — WANDA SYKES 


By Peter Brown 

The California budget crisis, like 
the national budget crisis, is spoken of 
as though it were an Act of God, some¬ 
thing that we can do nothing about. The 
only choice we’re offered is to either be 
taxed or cut services. 

We need to tax corporations. As our 
state and local governments languish 
and even go bankrupt, gigantic global 
corporations are reaping astounding 
profits in our state and many others in 
our same position. 

Yet this is never pursued! Two ex¬ 
cuses are given: the law which requires 
a 2/3 majority of the Legislature to in¬ 
crease taxes, and which makes it “too 
difficult” to get such a bill passed; and 
the constant threat that corporations 
would just pass the costs on to consum¬ 
ers, or worse yet leave the state and do 
business elsewhere. 

Even though a majority of Califor¬ 
nians want the 2/3 law changed, nothing 
happens. Politicians claim to offer lead¬ 
ership, but what would real leaders do? 
They would represent our needs; orga¬ 
nize neighborhood campaigns, Internet 
campaigns, facilitate people organizing 
themselves, to build an irresistible force 
to change the 2/3 rule. Politicians who 
won’t do this much are just blowing 
smoke. 

And what about those pesky corpo¬ 
rations passing costs on to us, or moving 



San Francisco Budget Justice Rally. 
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whenever it gets a little less profitable? 
They already do that! Real leaders would 
organize with other states to force cor¬ 
porations to stay put and give up profits, 
to give back to the workers who make 
them rich. 

This is class warfare being waged 
against us. We are prostrate at the feet 
of these corporations, because they hold 
the political power that puts the steering 
wheel of our country in their hands. This 
is what makes them the ruling class. We 
suffer to support their profits and their 
fantastic lifestyles. We’re told we must 


give up healthcare, education, pay, jobs, 
homes, the very fabric of our families, 
because we cannot challenge corporate 
power and wealth. 

Yet, if they’re not doing us any good, 
what good are they? What is the purpose 
of any part of society if it only benefits 
a tiny few at the expense of almost all? 
What use is a government or system if 
it can’t make use of our work, our intel¬ 
ligence, our energy, our creativity, our 
desire to contribute and participate with 
the people around us? 

The corporate world has shown over 
and over that it’s incapable of running 
either finance or industry or health¬ 
care in a way that benefits anyone but 
the most wealthy and powerful. Our 
government has already had to step in 
to prevent wholesale, permanent col¬ 
lapse. Isn’t it time, since we’re already 
part owners of some of these derelict gi¬ 
ants, that they be nationalized, and run 
openly and transparently for the benefit 
of all in our society? Corporations are 
worried they won’t be able to compete 
with well-run, public owned financial, 
manufacturing, and healthcare options. 
If they can’t, why should we hold them 
up? 

We must squarely face the facts, or 
we will suffer mightily. There will be 
no recovery. There is no basis for it; too 
much of what we make is made by au¬ 
tomated factories, there aren’t enough 
people earning enough money to keep 


the system going. It’s not the machines, 
it’s the system; if we can’t buy what 
we make, the capitalist system no lon¬ 
ger works. The corporate powers know 
this; they’re working to control us as we 
respond to our growing suffering. They 
can only control us if we’re divided and 
confused. 

It’s time for us to challenge corporate 
power. This will require us to think in 
new ways; we can no longer rely on at¬ 
tempts to influence political leaders who 
will not represent us. We must become 
our own leaders. We must organize a 
new kind of political force to fulfill the 
needs of all of us who must work to earn 
a living, yet are increasingly denied that 
opportunity. No matter what church, 
union, school, PTA, club or group we 
are in, we must begin to build this with¬ 
in them. 

When we do this we will begin to 
feel strength and unity we haven’t had 
for generations, and we will begin to 
win. Once we begin to win, we will not 
stop until we’ve made those corpora¬ 
tions public, swept away the world of 
petty greed and its violence, and built a 
new level of democracy that releases the 
true capabilities of the human race. 

Peter Brown is a community college 
teacher in Oakland, California. 


SACRAMENTO HOMELESS: 

MOVEMENT FOR "SAFE GROUND" GROWS 


By Cathleen Williams 

She’s a young mother with a baby 
and a four year old daughter she had to 
send to her sister out of state because she 
could not find a safe space to stay after 
fleeing an abusive husband. “If I have to 
pitch a tent, I’ll do what I have to do,” 
she declared this month at the meeting 
of the Sacramento Homeless Organiz¬ 
ing Committee’s Homeless Leadership 
Project, “No one’s separating me from 
my baby.” 

She’s one of a multitude. In Cali¬ 
fornia’s state capital the movement of 
homeless people for “safe ground” is 
growing - hundreds turned out in April 
at the rally on the capitol grounds, and, 
as the emergency shelter is scheduled to 
close on July 1, at press time hundreds 
more are projected to march and rally to 
spot light the crisis, along with support¬ 
ive organizations like Loaves & Fishes, 
and Francis House, local service centers 
who are fighting for the right of home¬ 
less people to safety, shelter, and hous¬ 
ing. 

What is “safe ground” - the demand 
of our movement? It is a three point 
program. 


• Decriminalize homelessness. 
It’s not a crime to be homeless. Stop the 
harassment and the arrests. 

• We need safe ground. A self 
governing campground with water, gar¬ 
bage service, and sanitation, as well as 
basic services. 

• Housing is a human right. Hous¬ 
ing for all, and housing with supportive 
services for those who need it. 

To make this program a reality, we 
know we need two things. First and 
foremost, we need our leaders from the 
homeless community to step out in front 

- and there are so many who have the 
heart, the eloquence, and the determi¬ 
nation to make a difference. As Tim, a 
homeless construction worker stated at 
a recent Homeless Leadership Project 
meeting, “I am the voice of America.” 

Secondly, we need the hundreds and 
thousands of homeless people - over 
3,000 people are without a permanent 
roof over their head in Sacramento ev¬ 
ery night - to take heart and join the 
struggle by contributing what they can. 

The war on the poor - a class war 

- has been openly declared. California 


Governor Schwarzenegger’s Budget 
Director, Mike Genest, said that it’s 
necessary to cut programs that affect 
poor people - health care for children, 
adult day and in home care, education, 
welfare, and the like - because “that’s 
where the money is.” (Sacramento Bee, 
5/29/09) The capitalist class is no lon¬ 
ger going to provide for even the most 
basic needs of our people through gov¬ 
ernment services. We’re not going to 
get even crumbs from the great rich 
cake of our state. California Assembly- 
man Chuck Devore asserted that 
“people should look for jobs in 
other states. We have had policies 
subsidizing poverty in this state 
for years, and we can’t keep do¬ 
ing that.” {Sacramento Bee , May 
28, 2009.) 

Why are we talking about 
those people who are displaced 
from the system as a class? Of 
course, Americans don’t like to 
think in terms of “class” or “class 
interests”. We’re a big, rich coun¬ 
try where everyone has an oppor¬ 
tunity to succeed, right? 

Wrong. In our country, under 
the economic system of Capital¬ 


ism, some people own things - not just 
money, but the things that make wealth 
- the factories, the vast freight trains and 
ships carrying raw materials and manu¬ 
factured goods, the banks that collect 
interest and profits from paper transac¬ 
tions, the very fields that produce food 
and the machines that produce every¬ 
thing else we must buy. 

But the non-violent movement for 
basic economic human rights against 
this capitalist class is on the move. The 
People s Tribune will keep you posted. 



This photo was taken after police told 
campers to leave Tent City. Many had 
alreadly left the area. 
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CALIFORNIA TEACHERS ASSOCIATION LEADERS 
CAN NO LONGER LEAD 


By Steven Miller 



being the last dinosaur, trying to succeed 
in a failed evolutionary trend. When the 
environment changes, the organism 
must change or die. They desperately 
need a new strategy, but they are locked 
into the politics of conciliation, defeat, 
passivity and the politics of begging. 
They can no longer lead. 


Our leaders have called in the troops 
with one or two syllable declarations. 

Imagination is a casualty of this war 

as are poetic language and moral consistency. 

Despite millions taking to the streets against war 

we go to war anyway because, hey, we got the weapons. 

This is a democracy that doesn’t care that people care. 

This is a country that fights evil with guns 

although this is evil’s playground, 

that opposes affirmative action in colleges 

but pushes affirmative action in the military, 

that has no vision, although there’s plenty to see, 

that has no dreams, although there’s plenty of sleeping, 

that denies reality, although there’s plenty 

of reality shows. 


Walk with the young, America, 
be young, again, America, 
be among the defiant and awake, 
solid in their dreams. 

Be the revolution in the marrow 

where passions, ideals, fervors, 

purposes and courage 

are not just something 

people had in history books, 

but what we have to possess everyday, 

anytime repression, injustice, 

fear and greed 

gather like night riders 

about the gallop 

through our living rooms. 


My NtXwit U Hu+stf* 

mi* and vetecird pom: 1989-2004 


LUIS J. RODRIGUEZ 


Luis Rodriguez is available to speak. 
Call 800-691-6888 or visit 
www.speakersforanewamerica.com 


Where will your fingers take you when you can no longer 
trace the lines on your mother’s face? When will a child’s 
cry stop being the breath of morning? As war becomes 
the milk in our cereal, the rain on our sill, the constant 
rattle beneath our car’s hood-so much a part of everything- 
we lose the conception of life without war. 
we lose what it is to be alive without killing. 


On May 19, California voters rejected 
four of five Constitutional Amendments 
that Gov. Schwarzenegger placed on the 
ballot to fix the state’s so called $15 Bil¬ 
lion “budget crisis.” If passed, the mea¬ 
sures would have raided money for chil¬ 
dren and mental health. Each measure 
failed by over 60%. A fifth proposition 
to limit pay increases for elected state 
officials when there is a budget deficit 
won by 75%.The failure throws Cali¬ 
fornia into a $24.2 billion dollar defi¬ 
cit, or so claims the governor’s office. 
Proposition IB would have restored the 
$9 Billion that Schwarzenegger illegal¬ 
ly appropriated from the state’s public 
schools, already at the bottom nation¬ 
ally. This failed by over 60%. 

In the aftermath, things are moving 
fast, with the “Gobemator” claiming 
that voters gave him the support to deci¬ 
mate the state’s social services. 

Here we want to focus on the role of 
the leadership of the California Teachers 
Association (CTA). This craven bunch 
campaigned to support all the proposi¬ 
tions. They claimed that Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger’s initial $5 Billion cut to public 
schools was a victory for the people! 
They proclaimed this after a month of 


School protest in San Fernando Valley, California. 
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Below are excerpts from a longer poem, 
“Nightfall: Poems to Ponder in War and 
Uncertainty,” published in My Nature is 
Hunger by Luis J. Rodriguez. 


I read the newspapers today 

and the climate reports again proclaimed 

perpetual nightfall. 

I read the newspapers and saw that things 
are worse for our children then they were for us. 

I turned on the TV and found the darkening 
pulling us along fast-moving swollen rivers, 
where we grasp at unstable stones and loose branches 
only to be swept away into the shadows 
next to “welcome” doormats and canary cages. 


secret dealings with the governor’s of¬ 
fice, and without putting one teacher in 
the streets in protest. 

There are a number of lessons here: 

1) Conciliation is not compromise. 

The CTA 
could have 
argued that 
teachers and 
the people of 
California had 
no power to do 
better, given 
the situation. 
Thus a com¬ 
promise would 
be necessary. 
The “budget 
crisis” is actu¬ 
ally a manu¬ 
factured crisis 


to protect and further the state’s incred¬ 
ibly friendly corporate taxation. This the 
CTA ignores. Thus backroom capitula¬ 
tion is declared a victory. This is simply 
conceding without a fight. 

2) This thinking is the end result of 
decades of a strategy based on “sup¬ 
porting our friends in the Democratic 
Party.” This approach allowed the CTA 
to claim that the meager gains granted 
in exchange for mobilizing teachers to 
vote Democratic twice a year were sig¬ 
nificant victories. 

Those days are over. At every level, 
government is proclaiming the need 
to get out of the business of helping 
people. Social services are privatized 
and farmed out to corporations that re¬ 
duce them to make a profit. Meanwhile, 
corporate rights are consecrated in 
the,budget. 

In this context, the CTA leaders are 


Revenue 

So is there really a “budget crisis”? 
Sure there is! That is, if you accept the 
corporate domination of the budget pro¬ 
cess, including all the tax subsidies and 
tax breaks. 

Schwarzenegger’s budget scheme 
increased taxes solely by regressive 
taxes on working people (Oakland Tri¬ 
bune, April 2, 2009). It was full of “cor¬ 
porate tax breaks and credits, including 
ones for the film industry and a change 
in the tax formula that will save busi¬ 
nesses hundreds of millions of dollars,” 
the Tribune said. 

There’s plenty of revenue to be 
raised. Higher consumer costs for water 
are a hidden tax subsidy for corporate 
water. What about a water excise tax for 
corporations, since they consume about 
65% of California’s water? What about 
taxing them at the same rates as con¬ 
sumers? What about ending the state’s 
multi-billion dollar Criminal-Industrial 
Complex, that profits from jailing mil¬ 
lions essentially for misdemeanors? 

The French Revolution was precipi¬ 
tated by a budget and tax crisis. Every 
class, including the king, was in favor 
of taxation, but nobody could figure 
how to raise taxes without trampling on 
the hallowed privileges of each estate. 
The months of stasis lead to increasing 
suffering, until women demonstrating 
at Versailles just decided to kidnap the 
king. Then things jumped off. Suddenly 
the people decided to resolve the politi¬ 
cal crisis their way. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 


JUDGE VIOLATES 
CODE OF CHURCH 

By Dorothy Pinkney 

The Pharaoh was the most powerful man on earth, 
and sat upon his throne as Moses stood before him de¬ 
claring that God's people be set free to worship and 
serve God as they chose. 

Judge Dennis Wiley, a man devoid of this under¬ 
standing, ordered my husband on May 29, 2009, to 
furnish documentation that he is indeed an ordained 
minister. 



Michigan ACLU Director Michael Steinberg (left) said 
“In America a person cannot be thrown into prison for 
speech.” Dorothy Pinkney (right) thanks the crowd 
outside the Appellate Court. 
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My husband, the Rev. Edward Pinkney, objected to 
the court order to furnish documentation that he is in¬ 
deed an ordained minister on the grounds that the order 
violates the established clause of the first Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution. Judge Wiley is the same judge 
who sentenced my husband to 3 to 10 years in prison 
for paraphrasing the Bible (Deuteronomy 28:14-27). 
He is also the judge who refused to answer the Michi¬ 
gan Supreme Court order to “articulate the reasons” he 
has confined my husband to house arrest, the $105 per 
week tether, and many other restrictions. 

Ordination and qualifications for ministry are gov¬ 
erned by the rules of particular religious denominations 
and are not regulated by secular law. The court can¬ 
not decide whether a particular individual is indeed an 
ordained minister. The Supreme Court has repeatedly 
said that judges cannot resolve disputes that rely on 
the rules of a religious denomination. The first Amend¬ 


ment forbids the court from resolving church property 
disputes that require underlying controversies over re¬ 
ligious doctrine. Whether a person is a minister or an 
ordained minister is a matter of church doctrine. There 
are no secular requirements for a person to be consid¬ 
ered an ordained minister. A religious congregation is 
free to accept any person as their minister regardless 
of degrees, certification, or education. The documen¬ 
tation called for in the Court’s order is not a universal 
prerequisite to become a minister or to ordination. A 
person may be ordained by another person, an institu¬ 
tion, even by God if that is his belief. Courts are not 
arbiters of scriptural interpretation. 

The Supreme Court has made it clear that the Ber¬ 
rien County court cannot decide on the propriety of the 
qualification for ministry or ordination accepted by my 
husband’s particular denomination. This court cannot 
determine the truth of the underlying beliefs that led 
to the religious objection here. Rev. Edward Pinkney 
is free on bond under the first Amendment to self¬ 
describe as an ordained minister, and his congregants 
are free to adopt him as their minister on whatever ba¬ 
sis they see fit. This court has trespassed into an area 
where it does not belong. 

Some Political Ramifications of 
the Pinkney Case for Activists 

On June 9, the Michigan Appellate Court heard 
oral arguments in Rev. Edward Pinkney’s appeal of his 
conviction on vote fraud charges. The first two counts, 
the felony of being present while a person was voting 
an absentee voter ballot, and a misdemeanor of giv¬ 
ing valuable consideration in order to influence votes, 
were based on allegations that Pinkney asked Brenda 
Fox to visit a soup kitchen and pay a small number of 
voters to vote absentee ballots in the recall election of 
a local City Commissioner, GlenYarbrough. 

At the heart of this case is the story of how a giant 
corporation like Whirlpool buys up a once thriving, 
but now impoverished industrial town, steals its valu¬ 
able lakefront property and works to turn the town into 
a vacation resort for the wealthy. It is also the story of 
the arrest of leaders who stand up for the poor against 
the corporations and all who ally with them, and how 
the corporate run law enforcement agencies and courts 
work to convict them. 

The People’s Tribune asked Tim Holloway, one of 
Pinkney’s attorneys on the appeal, about the political 
ramifications of the case. “It seems to me that there 
are serious issues with putting a five-year felony on 

someone when the pros¬ 
ecutor who presents the 
case doesn’t claim that 
the defendant took the 
ballots without the con¬ 
sent of the voters,” said 
Holloway. “Also, if you 
think about it in terms of 
prior to 1995, it was not 
illegal to handle a ballot 
if the ballot was given 
to them and no family 
member or person from 
the same household of 
the person that possessed 
the ballot couldn’t take 
it to the clerk’s office. 
Now it’s a five-year felo¬ 
ny.” Holloway fears that 
people who organize 
politically to get out the 
vote could curtail their 
activity for fear of be- 



Rev. Pinkney and Attorney Tim Holloway at trial. 
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ing slapped with a felony. “And if you don’t know 
that you are violating the law and merely possess, for 
any length of time, another person’s absentee ballot 
in violation of that law, even with the voter’s explicit 
consent, then you are already committing a felony. So 
there are a lot of ramifications. It could scare people 
into not being active. This a first amendment issue. 
We want to make sure we don’t chill first amendment 
rights. You could have organizers going out and some¬ 
one in power doesn’t like your political position, they 
could charge you even if you would naturally think 
you have done nothing wrong.” 

Another key issue in the conviction appeal, and 
one that also has political ramifications, involves what 
the jury was not allowed to know about a key witness 
for the prosecution, Brenda Fox. “It seems very trou¬ 
bling that the defense had evidence that Brenda Fox 
was picked up for prostitution, and released without 
charges, but the jury did not know this when they were 
required to assess her credibility in testifying against 
Pinkney. Logically, it doesn’t seem like the way things 
are supposed to work,” said Holloway. “It is common 
sense that if someone does have some type of incen¬ 
tive to favor one person or another, you should have 
some type of idea where their bias or interest lies.” 

There are other important issues in this case on 
appeal, particularly the free speech issue related to a 
newspaper article written by Rev. Pinkney which criti¬ 
cized the judge. The ACLU in Michigan is handling 
that appeal. Activists throughout the state of Michigan 
and nationally are watching this case very closely. 

— People s Tribune 


QUOTES FROM THE COMMUNITY: 

“The liberties of our city, the freedom of our civil 
constitution, are worth defending against all hazards 
of our community.lt is our duty to defend against all 
attacks. Our community is in dire need of help. The 
people are starving in the city of Benton Harbor and 
Whirlpool wants to build a golf course.” 

—Rev D. Smith 

“It does not require a majority to prevail, but rather 
an irate tireless minority keen to set brush fires in the 
people's mind; looks like we are still on a plantation 
in Benton Harbor.When are the people going to take a 
stand for the future of our children?” 

—Gloria Martin 

“Commissioners, you do not help your community. 
Your hands are nailed to the cross, your knowledge 
is like a crown of thorns,your knowledge has not 
allowed you to serve your people properly. You got 
eyes and what are you seeing? You got ears and what 
are you hearing? You got a tongue. What are you 
speaking, commissioners? You need Jesus.” 

— Minister Farrakhan 
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